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Held at 7 pm in the Portacabin, 151 Woodberry Grove
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PRESENTATIONS 
1. Introduction by John Burrow, Head of Property & Capital Development, The Learning Trust. 

John Burrow presented a background to the Skinner’s Academy project, and provided details of its delivery and work programme. The School will be on a 1.4 Hectare site at Woodberry Down North, alongside the listed primary school. The cost of the development is £29 million, sourced mainly from Central Government through its Academy programme but also from the Skinner’s Company. The new school will be mixed and non denominational and the building has been designed to fit in with the site form, stepping down the site, facing north and getting natural daylight overall there will be a 60 % reduction in carbon emissions in comparison with the existing school sites. The project is committed to refurbishing the old primary school –although this will be funded separately. The Learning Trust has developed a communication and consultation programme with WDRT.
The Academy will have 1150 pupils, 900 mixed and 150 sixth form. The existing primary school, which has been listed, will have additional form entry, eventually taking the number of pupils up to 600 against the current 300.
The planning application  is due 18/19 September and they plan to start working on site on 5 February. Works are estimated to be completed by September 2010.

2. Design and Development presentation by Alan Addison, Associate Architect, Studio E Architects 
Alan Addison presented the design and development for the Skinner’s Academy.
3. The Skinners Academy by Jenny Wilkins, Headteacher, Skinners Company for School Girls

Jenny Wilkins started her presentation by reporting the problems of substandard accommodation the academy currently has. She said the Skinner’s Company  had a long term commitment to providing education in Hackney. The future academy will take forward this commitment by supporting a process that will see education at the heart of the community. The academy will provide an external  kick about area, an internal sports facility, a theatre and a library all being open to the community. She intended to use the children themselves to help create a learning community, giving as an example the current silver surfers programme. The Academy would also provide: Vocational education, IT and Health and Safety training, and Business courses. 
Although its main focus is providing first class teaching to 11-19 years old, the school should be seen as open to the whole community not just out of hours.
The school will also provide local employment  there will be around 350 staff employed at the academy. Jenny Wilkins said the Skinner’s Company wanted many of these people to be local. The main idea is to create an educational hub, with activities for children and adults.
4. Issues and Discussion

· Phasing and availability of places at opening.

Jenny Wilkins said the school had stopped taking in children for two years, in order to create phased start at Woodberry. This means that in 2010 the school will start growing from year seven and in this way the relocation and admission of new pupils should be less traumatic.
· Relationship between secondary school and primary school 

It is planned that the Academy will work very closely with  the primary school.
· Use of sports facilities
Facilities will be open to all people and it is planned to have them open also on Saturdays and Sundays.
· Walk along the canal
The walk along the canal will be preserved. Jenny Wilkins expressed her intention was to put up a fence on this side of the Academy that would be “as high as possible” for security reasons. However, the entrance on Woodberry Down North will be open and welcoming.
·  Provision of medical facilities
Jenny Wilkins said this Item would be included in the consultation. Part of the Academy plans includes a one stop shop for a number of services including medical.
· Children centre

The phase two -not currently funded- of the project would provide for the children centre.

· Capacity of the site

Members of the WDCO were concerned about the capacity of the site. In particular, they asked if the site would be large enough for further development given the increase of population the regeneration of Woodberry Down will bring. John Burrows replied that this is a restricted site and the maximum it can take is 1150 pupils. He said there is not room for further development. Jenny said that however the increase was to take place gradually  and not in a single phase.

· Plans for adult education in the building
It is planned to have Maths and English Level 2 training  for adults. 
· Children Centre funding 

The children centre is not within the 29 million destined to the academy development. This funding would be found within the first four years of the programme from other sources.
· Providing an extended school
Jenny Wilkins said they were looking at providing service out of school hours and at weekends. Within the business plan was the provision of 24 hours staffed security.  However, the extended school services would be built up over time because she can only employ staff on the basis of the amount of students using the academy.

· Parking 

A total of 32 parking places have been planned. Jenny Wilkins insisted she did not want the place to become a car park. Members of WDCO noted issues around transport would inevitably arise. John Burrows said when the planning application was submitted planning officers would look at this issue.

· Bridge over the river 

Jenny Wilkins said special measures would be taken with regards to lighting and safety on the bridge. 
· Extra staff for transport assistance
Jenny Wilkins said the Skinner’s Company already provide staff for assistance at bus stops and train stations. This would be taken into account for the new Academy.
· Tackling drug problems 
These problems have been tackled in the Company’s school at Stamford Hill through the building of cohesion and awareness among students. A similar approach would be taken at Woodberry Down.
· Single sexes teaching
Jenny Wilkins said she would provide both mixed and single sexes teaching within the school.

Members of  WDCO noted the Academy plans should also take into account issues around 

a) Lighting, which  can be poor –specially on Woodberry Grove- due to the presence of large lime trees.

b) Presence of Rats, particularly around Rowley Gardens-. Demolition, high grass and subsidence problems contribute to this issue.   
Key dates:

Planning Application: 18 September 2008

Estimated completion of Works: September 2010.

The next WDRT newsletter will provide more information and details on upcoming consultations and schedules.
Juan Garzon 16.07.08
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